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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. New qldwater Standard Policy - Building Near Council Water Infrastructure

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In response to requests by qldwater members, we have developed a standard policy and technical guidelines for issues relating to building (on private land) over or near to existing council water infrastructure. The standard policy and technical guidelines were developed using existing industry policies (thanks to those councils who participated), as well as the latest technical and legal advice. The standard policy addresses issues relating to the intent of the policy, liability and applications and approvals procedures. The technical guidelines provide detailed specifications for construction requirements for different scenarios. In addition to the standard policy and associated technical guidelines, the qldwater document contains a guidance section that describes how and why the policy and guidelines were developed and the requirements for implementing them. Both the standard policy and technical guidelines may be implemented as is (with minor additions from councils), or can be modified to suit councils requirements. The qldwater document can be downloaded from the member’s section of the qldwater website under Downloads/Standard Policies/Building Near Council Water Infrastructure. Members must log in first to access this document.  For more information contact Regina Souter (rsouter@qldwater.com.au) or Rob Fearon (rfearon@qldwater.com.au). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. SWIM Reminder:  State Government Reporting Requirements 07-08

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A reminder to those councils who have not submitted their SWIM data for 07-08, this was due at the end of January. SWIM-online combines WSP indicator reporting to make it easier to fulfil water indicator reporting requirements to State Government. Those who have used it have said it is an easy and straightforward system.

qldwater will continue to advocate for streamlining of all water indicator reporting through SWIM-online from this year onwards. The Bureau of Meteorology are supporting upgrades to SWIM to allow Councils to submit BoM data required under the new Commonwealth legislation. SWIM-online is also in the process of being upgraded to allow NPR data to be submitted for reporting to the National Water Commission. To continue to ensure a single data submission by councils to SWIM-online to fulfil State Government, NPR and BoM reporting, we need all councils to submit as much 07-08 data as possible to demonstrate the success of SWIM-online.

For more information, please contact Regina Souter (rsouter@qldwater.com.au) or Rob Fearon (rfearon@qldwater.com.au).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. 2009 LGSA Water Management Conference - Call for Papers

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW (LGSA) are calling for papers for the 2009 LGSA Water Management Conference. 

The 2009 conference will be hosted by Deniliquin Council and be held in Deniliquin on 9-11 September 2009. Councils and other stakeholders are invited to forward papers and/or suggestions for the conference program.

The Water Management Conference is an annual event providing Local Government with a broad range of information on water management and issues associated with water supply and sewerage services provided by local water utilities. The conference presents an opportunity for councillors, Local Government professionals, government representatives and the broader industry to discuss emerging issues in the water portfolio from a Local Government perspective.

One focus of the conference will be on balancing urban water, water for irrigation and environmental water, the impacts of water policy on regional/rural economies, and the transition of water dependent industries in times of reduced water availability. Deniliquin is the support centre for and headquarter of the largest private irrigation area in Australia, Murray Irrigation Ltd and is located in one of the areas worst affected by the recent drought. It will also be an appropriate place to discuss outcomes of the Australian Government's approach to the integrated management of the Murray-Darling Basin, including addressing the issue of over-allocation of water and the impacts of water buybacks for the environment on local economies and communities. 

The conference will also discuss the ongoing review of regulatory and institutional arrangement for local water utilities in NSW, particularly issues around the suggested regional groupings and the alliance model.

Councils and interested stakeholders are encouraged to forward papers and/or suggestions relevant to the themes of the conference for consideration in the development of the program by 31 March 2009. 

Please note that the LGSA do not accept presentations which are solely commercial in nature. Your paper/suggestion should include:

· A brief outline of the issue/main focus of your paper/suggestion; 

· The preferred format for its inclusion in the program (conference paper, presentation, display, workshop topic); 

· Possible presenter/s and a brief bio (50 words max); and 

· The type of outcome that could be expected by conference delegates.

Papers and suggestions can be emailed to Sascha Moege, Senior Policy Officer, sascha.moege@lgsa.org.au.

For information about the conference, as well as subscription to the conference email newsletter, please visit the conference website www.waterconference.lgsa.org.au.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. Flexible post-graduate study options with ICE WaRM
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ICE WaRM’s multiple award-wining nested Master of Water Resources Management, incorporating Graduate Certificate and Graduate Diploma options, can be undertaken at any of five participating universities. The programme offers a unique blend of multi-institutional and multi-disciplinary study providing postgraduate students with access to a wide range of expertise, resources and state-of-the-art research facilities in the broad field of water resources management. 

This collaborative programme offers a broad selection of specialised coursework electives and study options, providing a greater range of choice than is available through a single institution. Students are able to tailor a study programme that meets their individual, professional goals, including coursework, research and industry projects. Flexible delivery options are also offered for many popular courses, covering conventional semester, intensive and distance modes, so working professionals can choose the mode that best fits the demands of their current employment and family commitments with their future career aspirations.

Fees vary as they are set by each partner university – in 2008 the median individual course fee was $2125 for domestic students, substantially discounted from international rates.  The highest 2008 individual course fee was $2840.

ICE WaRM, in conjunction with the National Water Commission (NWC) is launching a new stream of specialist courses in water planning, commencing from semester one (March) 2009. Students enrolling in the water planning specialty to Graduate Diploma level may apply for a scholarship funded by the NWC.

Another new option from 2009 is to undertake a semester of studies at one of three European universities, under a new EU-AU student exchange partnership. Students must be enrolled at one of ICE WaRM’s partner universities in a water-related course. Eligible students may apply for a travel grant and stipend. 

ICE WaRM is the popular acronym for the International Centre of Excellence in Water Resources Management, an Australian Government initiative supporting education, training and research in water since 2005.

For more information, please see the ICE WaRM website www.icewarm.com.au or email us study@icewarm.com.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4. AIESEC Water Solutions Forum

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The AIESEC Water Solutions Forum will be held at Abel Smith Building 23 at UQ on Saturday 7 March 2009.  The Water Solutions Forum provides a platform for Queensland's youth, as well as members of the corporate community to learn about and discuss the current state of water sustainability in Queensland. The forum allows delegates to learn how to be effective leaders in sustainability. The day provides an opportunity for young people to socialise and 
network with current AIESEC members and to learn from potential employers who are paving the way in the field of water sustainability.

Visit www.aiesecuq.com.au for more information and to register your interest.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au/ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
